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April 21, 2021

FROM THE BOARD TABLE
Division’s pandemic response 
highlighted for trustees 

Information about the school division’s ongoing response to the COVID-19 
pandemic was shared with trustees during the Board of Education meeting 
held April 20. 

Senior administration continues to meet regularly with medical health officers 
regarding the pandemic and its impact on learning and school communities. 
The division is in possession of approximately 10,000 rapid test kits and is 
awaiting direction from the provincial response planning team to coordinate 
third-party testers, standardized permission forms, and processes in dealing 
with health data privacy concerns. 

Student and staff safety is the top priority in addressing the challenges 
created by the pandemic. The division’s administrative team is focused on 
maintaining timely and effective communication with staff, parents, and the 
community to ensure stakeholders are well informed on the response of the 
division and its schools. 

Other meeting highlights included: 

	 •	 Trustees received a strategic plan update on French immersion 
		  programming. Offered in nine elementary schools, four collegiates,  
		  and the Online Learning Centre, the French immersion program provides  
		  instruction in both French and English with the goal of students becoming  
		  functionally bilingual by the end of Grade 12. 

	 •	 The Celebrating Excellence portion of the meeting highlighted how the  
		  division supports students who have a visual impairment and described  
		  the importance of braille and tactile graphics that allow students who  
		  are blind to access the curriculum. A Grade 8 student from wâhkôhtowin  
		  School shared how he uses braille and other assistive technology.

Reports and information presented at board meetings can be found at 
saskatoonpublicschools.ca. The next meeting of the Board of Education is 
Tuesday, May 11, 2021, at 5 p.m. Members of the public may attend regular 
board meetings virtually. Please contact Estelle Allington, executive assistant 
to the Board of Education,  to request a link to the virtual meeting.
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IMPORTANT DATES
APRIL 30 Final Day of Quint 4 for collegiate students

MAY 3 PD/Operations—Grade 9-12 students do not attend

MAY 4 First day of Quint 5 for collegiate students

MAY 11 Saskatoon Board of Education Meeting 5 p.m.

MAY 24 Victoria Day holiday

SASKATOON PUBLIC SCHOOLS

ABOUT YOUR SCHOOL BOARD

Did you know …
…	the board hires only one employee— 
	 the director of education.

…	the director is responsible to the board  
	 for all operations within the school  
	 division, everything from hiring staff  
	 and school programming to financial  
	 management and snow clearing.

…	this means the board provides high-level  
	 direction through the strategic plan and  
	 annual budget, and the director puts  
	 that direction into action.

If you have questions about the work of the 
board, contact your trustee. 

Saskatoon Public Schools  

offers four exciting learning  

opportunities for elementary  

students.

Creative Action (Grade 8)

www.saskatoonpublicschools.ca/creativeaction 

Ecoquest (Grade 8)

www.saskatoonpublicschools.ca/ecoquest 

Let’s Lead—Nīkānētān (Grade 8) 

www.saskatoonpublicschools.ca/letslead

ScienceTrek (Grade 8)

www.saskatoonpublicschools.ca/sciencetrek

These programs provide unique experiences 

through a hands-on approach to learning inside 

and outside of the classroom. The programs 

are open to any current students of Saskatoon 

Public Schools. Application is required.

Visit the program websites for more details. 

saskatoonpublicschools.ca

APPLICATIONS DUE  Friday, April 30, 2021

Register for
KINDERGARTEN 

For information visit  
www.saskatoonpublicschools.ca or 
call your neighbourhood school. 

http://www.saskatoonpublicschools.ca

